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The faculty and staff of Terrace
Community Middle School will treat
parents and other members of the
public with respect and will expect the
same in return. TCMS is committed to
maintaining orderly educational and
administrative processes in keeping
schools and administrative offices free
from disruptions and preventing
unauthorized persons from entering
school/district grounds.

The aim is to promote mutual respect
and orderly conduct within the schools,
thereby setting a model for children and
others in the community. It is not meant

to deprive any person of the right to
freedom of expression. Volatile, hostile
or aggressive actions and words are
discouraged, and individuals
who engage in these activities may face
legal penalties

Signing out your child for an
appointment?

Please contact the front office by
phone or e-mail by 9AM (e-malil
attend@tcmstornadoes.com) to
notify us if your student will be
picked up during the school day.
Please plan to have your student in
the office during passing time or
lunch time as we will not interrupt a
class to pull out a student. When
you arrive, your child should be
waiting for you in the front office.
This will make your early sign-out
experience go smoothly so that you
can get to your appointment on
time. Thank you for making these
arrangements so that we do not
interrupt classroom instruction.

From the Desk of Gary Hocevar, Chief Education
Officer/Principal

February and March 2011
Dear Parents and Friends of TCMS:

The Back To Basics Charter School Foundation, Inc., which is the governing board
for TCMS, was recently granted a fifteen year charter contract renewal to continue to
operate the school.

It is highly unusual that a public charter school of choice is granted a fifteen year
charter and TCMS joins Learning Gate as the only district charter schools that have
been awarded such.

The district school board voted unanimously to issue the charter renewal during its
February 1, 2011 meeting. We are deeply humbled by their action and honored by
the trust they place in our employees and board.

A parent asked me yesterday what criteria are used in this renewal process. As |
shared with the parent, the process began last year when | notified Mrs. Elia,
Superintendent of Schools of my intention to submit to her board on behalf of my
board a request for renewal and specifically for the fifteen year contract allowable
under Florida law. Subsequently | proceeded to review the current charter
application and document to edit, amend and add the necessary verbiage to reflect
what we currently are doing and what is strategically planned for the coming fifteen
years. The areas | needed to revisit were:

e Mission, Vision, Goals and Guiding Principles

e Curriculum and Instruction — Compliance with Department of Defense
Curriculum and Standards, and the Florida Sunshine State Standards

e Financial accountability and execution

e Operations accountability and execution

e Facilities

Once the reapplication was reviewed and completed | requested that our governing
board review and approve the document, which was then sent to the district in early
August, 2010.

In early November a site visit team composed of SDHC administrators spent time on
campus auditing the above mentioned areas. The team audited:

1. All certified teachers’ lesson plans, grading, including progress monitoring,
attendance and discipline

2. Data used to guide Academic Improvement/Academic (Enrichment) Plans

3. Evidence of differentiated instruction in alignment with Department of
Defense and Sunshine State Standards per current charter and based on
state regulations

4. Classroom procedures, teacher syllabus and teacher parent communications
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What if | need to request an
excused absence?

Just a reminder that all pre-planned
absences must go through
administration for approval. Please
e-mail Mrs. Bennett at
kris.bennett@tcmstornadoes.com

at least 3 days in advance for any
upcoming, pre-planned absences
for your student. (This includes
shadowing for 8" graders.) Thank
you for your cooperation!
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Please report all phone and
address changes to
holli.shambaugh@tcmstornadoes.com
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Please report all e-mail address
changes to
helen.ratcliffe@tcmstornadoes.com

TCMS FAMILY NIGHT @
SHAMROCKS!

On the second Thursday of every
month, a portion of TCMS family
purchases will be donated back to
TCMS.

7805 Temple Terrace Hwy.
Temple Terrace, FL
813-988-4908
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

15.
16.

17.

18.
19.

Personnel files, certification and all relevant personnel matters and their
current assignments, including biographies

Students cumulative records, including assessments, and general
management and record keeping

Exceptional Student Education Targeted Roster and all documents

English Language Learner (ELL) Students Roster and all documents

All state grant expenditures, bank statements, capital outlay fund
expenditures including capital purchases the bidding process,
documentation of such for all expenditures

All FEFP/FTE records back to seven years

All student cumulative files

All health center files

All FISH recorded rooms, including storage, and site buildings and grounds.
Records for Cafeteria Services, including any free, reduced and emergency
lunch authorizations/documents

All relevant records for any after school day care program

All school documents covering approved clubs, student teams, student
government, student volunteer organizations, including their purpose, by-
laws or guidelines, name of sponsor and meeting dates, number of students
currently involved

The Crisis Emergency Management Plan and other security related
documents.

All maintenance and custodial records

All awards, recognitions, student and employee awards since July 1, 2001
(the first day of the start of the current charter)

The team reviewed:

20.
21.
22.

23.
24.

25.

26.

Also,

Curriculum and Course Offering Handbook

Employee, student and parent handbooks

Textbook and Equipment Inventories available by classroom with teacher or
affected employee — Property Custodian records

Minutes of all Curricular and Instructional meetings if available

List of all administrators below lead school administrator, all Subject Area
Leaders and support staff

Recent minutes of all staff, administrative, teacher, team and content area
meetings with a list of pre-planned meeting dates and person responsible
Organizational Chart

e Various team members did classroom observations, including walk
through and interviews with randomly selected faculty members and
support staff

e Phone calls were made to parents asking relevant survey questions

e Four governing board members were interviewed separately

Prior to the site team’s departure, the lead district administrator for the team
conducted an exit meeting with me.

During the remaining weeks prior to the February approval, | negotiated our new
contract with the Supervisor for Charter Schools. This certainly was an experience
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"Earn up to 35% Cash Back"
while supporting TCMS on
www.marketamerica.com/tcmshop

7-Digit Student ID Numbers

If you do not know your
child’s student number, it can
be located on your child’s
report card. We recommend
making a note of it and
keeping it in an easily
accessible place, as it is
needed for completing
admissions documents,
checking student grades
online and, in 8" grade, for
completing high school
applications.

SAFETY FIRST!

Please refrain from using the cell
phone during morning drop-off
and afternoon pick-up,
especially when students are
loading and unloading. Let’s
focus on getting the students in

and out safely.

that | will log in my career book as stressful, challenging and highly rewarding. | was
honored that our Board, upon recommendation of the school attorney, asked me to
handle the negotiations.

On February 1, 2011 Mrs. Doretha Edgecomb, Chairperson of the School District of
Hillsborough County Board of Education signed the contract with witness signature
of Mrs. MaryEllen Elia, Superintendent. On February 4, 2011, Mrs. Nancy Hutson,
President of the Governing Board counter signed the contract with witness signature
by me.

Our school community pledges to continue to offer a scholastic environment and
higher standards back to basics curricular and instructional program that will
continue to strive to be “second to none”.

My regards,
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Curriculum Bullet Points
7" Grade

In Math students are:
e exploring composite figures and solving for surface area and volume.
e converting customary units, metric units, rates, and units of area and
volume.
e examining changes in scale and dimensions

In Science, our young scientists are:
e understanding the various lives of invertebrate animals
e examining and understanding the structure of invertebrate animals through
dissection labs
e Discussing the similarities and differences between various invertebrate
animals

In Language Arts students are working on:
e learning to become more active readers by questioning and reacting to the
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Respect, Responsibilities and Results!

TORNADOES OF THE WEEK
For the Week ending
February 11, 2011

6" Grade — Grayson Lehmann,
Manika Khan, Scott Ferguson and
Christine Birdsong

7" Grade — Roshan Kotwani, Ann
Chacko and Kobe Barnum

8" Grade — Stephanie Erben,
Nathan Frost, Sudha Dhulipala and
Ethan Kim

For the Week ending
February 18, 2011

6™ Grade —Aren Saini, Drew
Ehrhard, Hassan Zeiden and
Shreya Sudhir

7" Grade — Ryan Sapp,
Jonathan Ptak, Elise Lambert and
Katharine Keslar

8" Grade — Bella Klabik,
Michelle Spring, Jordan Hart and
Kenia Daley

Electives — Karishma Mohan,
Carson Arnot, Sarah Crispell,
Brianna Brosch

text we are reading.

completing the reading of Three Cups of Tea and seeing the importance of
helping others first hand.

reviewing writing strategies worked on throughout the school year to achieve
success on TCMS Writes.

isolating individual parts of an essay to make sure we are incorporating all
the correct elements that should appear in a 5 paragraph essay.

In World Geography and History students

learned about the development of Feudalism as the system and structure
that brought order to Europe during medieval times.

learned about Charlemagne and the lives of nobles, lords, knights and
peasants.

learned about the development of feudalism and well as its decline.
learned about the importance of religion in medieval life, the role of the
Church, and the impact it had on daily life

added to their knowledge bank all the information on the reasons why
feudalism declined in Europe, the bubonic plague and the 100-year war
fought between France and Britain.

learned about the Byzantine Empire, the other “half’ of the Roman Empire,
and the reasons why it lasted 1000 years longer than the Roman Empire.
are finishing a unit on the rise of Islam, the geography of the Arabian
Peninsula and the contributions of Muslims to the world.

The fun and learning doesn’t stop. Stay tuned, as our adventures are getting
more interesting by the minute.

Congratulations to this week’s raffle drawing winner, Victoria
Lancet, who chose a $25 Barnes and Nobles gift card. Thanks to

Victoria for selling at least 5 Carnival Cruise raffle tickets!

The Clothes Closet sale will take place on
Monday, March 7™ from 2:30 -4:00 pm in
the Breezeway. Please stop by and check
out the gently used uniforms.

8" Grade Graduation News Update

TCMS 8" Grade Graduation will be held on Wednesday, June 8, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. in
the Moroccan Palace at Busch Gardens. Other high school graduations of interest
that are scheduled on that day are Freedom High School (4:30 p.m.) and
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Thanks to our sponsors who
made the 2010-2011 Fall Music
Festival a huge success!!

FARINA-.
SORTHODONTICS

Live. Love. Smile.

NEW TAMPA SOUTH TAMPA
813-972-2929 813-877-5511

www.farinasmiles.com
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Student ID Badges may be
purchased if lost or as a back-
up for $5 from Ms. Long in the

Media Center.

Hillsborough High School (8:00 p.m.) Both graduations are scheduled at the Florida

State Fairgrounds.

The 8" Grade Graduation Dance will be held on Friday, June 3, 2011 from 7:00 p.m.
to 10:00 p.m. in the TCMS gym. There will be a nominal charge for food that will be
collected from participants a few weeks prior to the dance. This event is for
graduating 8" graders only. No other grade level will be permitted to attend this
dance.

Questions? Contact linda.shivers@tcmstornadoes.com.

Attention 6" Grade Parents

It's never too early to start thinking about IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS
FOR SEVENTH GRADE FOR ENTRY INTO FLORIDA SCHOOLS:

The Florida Department of Health is requiring that students entering 7" grade receive
the Tdap vaccine (combined Tetanus, Diptheria and Pertussis Vaccines).

Documentation from the student’s health care provider should specify that the
student has received the Tdap vaccine on the Florida Certificate of Immunization,
AKA “blue form”. All incoming 7" graders MUST submit this card prior to the first day
of 7" grade.

The blue card can be turned in or mailed to the clinic or the front office. | always
encourage parents to turn the form in early, rather than on the first day of school.
Also, by law, | must have the actual blue card, not a photo copy. ( | will be happy to
copy it for you ) If you have any questions please feel free to contact me.

Mrs. Kloppenburg, LPN (caryl.kloppenburg@tcmstornadoes.com)

Back to Basics Bash

Saturday, March 26, 2011 at 7 pm

Please mark your calendars for the 13th Annual Back to Basics
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SAFETY FIRST!

Please refrain from using the cell
phone during morning drop-off
and afternoon pick-up.

\ZO0a.oedrchn
You Search or Shop...
We Givel
Here's a new easy way to raise
money for Terrace Community

Middle School.

Just start using Yahoo! powered
GoodSearch.com as your search
engine and they'll donate about a
penny to your favorite cause
every time you do a search!

In addition, do all of your
shopping through their online
shopping mall, GoodShop.com,
where you can shop at more than
900 top online retailers and a
percentage of your purchases
will go to the charity or school of
your choice. You pay the same
price as you normally would, but
a donation goes to your cause!

Here's the web site —
http://www.goodsearch.com.
Terrace Community Middle
School - TCMS

ID: 844232

To find out how it all works or how

Bash. This event will once again be held at TCMS and is an adult

only evening filled with exciting silent and live auction items,
entertainment featuring a performance from Burn the Floor with
their international-style dancers, hors d’oeuvres catered by
award-winning Wharton High School Culinary Department and

beverages.

For more information regarding this event and how you can be a
part check the Auction tab on the TCMS website or the auction

packet sent home with students.

With your help, we look forward to another successful Back to

Basics Bash.

Sincerely,

TCMS Auction Committee

-

4
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THROUGH FEBRUARY 25, 2011

President's Day - No School Mon, Feb 21
Science and Technology Club Tue, Feb 22
Junior K Club meeting Wed, Feb 23
STEP Team practice

BOB Lunch Gatherings Thu, Feb 24
PRA Meeting Thu, Feb 24
SGA Spirit Day Fri, Feb 25
CIA Fri, Feb 25

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

3:15PM - 4:00 PM

7:45 AM - 8:10 AM

3:10PM - 4:10 PM

7:00 PM —8:00 PM

3:15PM - 4:00 PM
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you can spread the word,

Study Skills

http://www.goodsearch.com/non  FCAT Florida Writes (8" Grade)

profit/terrace-community-middle-  science and Technology Club
school-tcms.

FCAT Florida Writes (makeup)
FCAT Florida Writes (makeup)

April lunch order form posted to
website

a:--un.

==
MAKE A
© DIFFERENCE

BOX TOP/SOUP LABEL
COLLECTION

Parents, please
remember the front
office will not accept

any homework,

projects, instruments,
etc.

Mon, Feb 28

Tue, Mar 01
Tue, Mar 01

Wed, Mar 02
Thu, Mar 03

Fri, Mar 04

3:10 PM - 4:00 PM

3:15PM —4:00 PM
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Terrace Community Middle School

Helen Ratcliffe 11-12
Director of Student and Personnel Services School Year
enrollment@tcmstornadoes.com

Below is list of documents required each year for enrollment at TCMS. We send these forms to you each
spring so that you don't have to worry about completing documents in the summer prior to the first day of
school.

As soon as the first day of school for the 2011-2012 school year has been determined, we will update the
list with the TBA dates and resend the form to you.

The Intent to Return is completed only by returning families, not those new to TCMS.

The Confirmation that your child will be in attendance on the first day of school survey is sent exactly three
weeks prior to the first day of school to reconfirm that your child will be in attendance on that date. Itis
not the Intent to Return which we use to survey returning families in order to determine how many seats

are available for the lottery.

If the documents are not received by the due date, your child's space will become available and a student
on the waiting list shall be contacted.

Please print a copy and check off each item as you complete and return to TCMS by the
date it is due.

DOCUMENT DATE E-MAILED| DATE DUE Q

Student and Family Agreement (required) 3/7/11 3/11/11
Parent/Guardian Info Sheet (required) 3/18/11 3/25/11
PRA Volunteer Survey (optional) 3/18/11 3/25/11
Carpool Database Registration (optional) 3/18/11 3/25/11
SERVE Application (optional) 3/18/11 3/25/11
12-13 SY Sibling Application 3/18/11 3/25/11
Confirmation that your child will be July— July—

in attendance on the first day of school date TBA date TBA

for the 11-12 SY (required)
11-12 Student Handbook Review—link e- | August- date | August—date

mailed on the first day of school TBA TBA
11-12 Feld Trip Permission Form—sent August—date | August—date
home with students on first day of school TBA TBA
Student Emergency Card—sent home August—date | August—date
with students on first day of school TBA TBA
Media Release Form—sent home with August—date | August—date

Students on the first day of school TBA TBA
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Program is for students who are ages 6-
14 as of the program start date.

Mﬁnm:wn&hmm
each.

“The various arfs courses available are
designed to provide students an
‘opportunity to explore areas of interest

experiences. Recreational activities

provide an opportunity to leam new.

TCMSnapshot

join US!

Summer Institute for the
Gifted Learner Open House

Saturday, March §, 2011
1:00pm - 2:30pm

Independent Day School
12015 Orange Grove Dr, Tampa

Come leam details about the Summer
Institute for the Gifted (SIG) program,
academic curriculum, special program
information, and support services.
Parents and their children are welcome to
attend the open house which will include a
presentation, question and answer
session, and escorted fours of the IDS
campus.

I you are interested in joining GACH, please visit

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FOR
THIS EVENT. To register, please reply
to or call
(866) 303-4744 and include the event
name, your name, phone and number
in your party. Please register by March
3rd to reserve your spot. You won't
want to miss this event!

Presented by: Gifted Advocacy Council of Hillsborough, Inc.

WWW.GACHFLORIDA.ORG
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Favorite Teacher Essay Contest

The Barnes & Noble My Favorite Teacher Contest begins September 13, 2010
and ends March 18, 2011.

Students will submit an essay, poem, or thank you letter about their favorite
teacher. Each Barnes & Noble store will form a judging panel and choose
teachers and students to recognize at the Spring Educator Event in 2011. An
overall winner will be chosen by each store and that teacher will receive,
among other things, a certificate recognizing them as the community's favorite
teacher and a set of books provided by Sterling publishers.

This winner will then be submitted into a regional contest where six winners
will receive a NOOK eBook Reader and a $500 Barnes & Noble Gift Card.
Those six winners will then be considered for the national contest for the
Barnes & Noble Teacher of the Year, which includes a prize of $5,000 for the
teacher and another $5,000 for their school!

Only students enrolled in Kindergarten through Grade 12 and teachers
employed in elementary, middle or high schools in the United States are
eligible to win. More details on the contest rules can be found at
http://www.bn.com/myfavoriteteacher.

2010-2011 TEAM TORNADO SPONSORS

Representative Betty Reed, District 59 Bronze
Rob & Michelle Philbin Bronze
Hank Cramer Bronze
Elizabeth R. Reyes, PA Bronze
The Pepin Family Bronze
Jonathan Sepulveda's Family Bronze
Smoothie King/The Lanoue Family Bronze
The Back Family Bronze
UACDCI/Fleeting Family Bronze
Jennifer & Patrick Clark Bronze
Ramesh Sivalogam Bronze

Bill & Margie McGillis Bronze
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The Hutson Family Bronze
Sanjay Mehta Bronze
John & Raeann Keyser Bronze
Small Family Bronze
Susan & Shawn Harrison Bronze
Dr. M. Farzaneh & Dr. F. Shafii Bronze
Peter & Karen Fernald Bronze
Helmke Family Gold
Shiva/Maury Razavi Gold
Dan and Karen Consuegra Gold
RDI Solutions, Inc. Silver
Sami's Bakery Silver
The Helsel Family Silver
Signature Benefit Solutions Silver
The Plagers Silver
Shawn Harrison Silver
Lee & Annetta Hastings Silver
Dr. Tom Frankfurth/Gentle Care Dentistry Silver
Farina Orthodontics Silver
Paul & Christy Fosse Silver
Peter & Mindy Bursten Silver
The Rabil Family Silver

TCMS BUSINESS PARTNERS

TampaBayGolfCarts.com
PRE-OWNED

NUVHOIEE) | Ak wew-cusrow

31, Weststore B, im0
813-300-0114 |wik T




TCMSnapshot

Week of February 21, 2011

e ——
AIRWAY SYSTEMS, INC.

Your Air Conditioning Specialist
7| (813) 986-4118
tenmecia| (813) 671-8976

Service & Sales;

z

SPORTING GOODS.

(GENTLE toss e 115,140

Citrus ; g
UTE RE Genera, Famil & Cosmetic Dntistry
Frank Glavan RS CA 10317A Cross Creek Blvd.
813 926-9672 Phone I H. m”
{ms 926-1295 Fax i
fglavan@citruspark.com (8 1 3) 9 7 3 -43 0 0

sttt [ s Sysymantect onty carin oryou amily' sl

Dr. Stephen Levin, DPM

ézgnﬂt%w 973.3535
BENEFIT SOLUTIONS, INC. NewThmpa
Retirement Plan Design %Ot&Ankle

MIKE YOUNG
(813) 949-9500

FARINA-.
SORTHODONTICS

Live. Love. Smile.

NEW TAMPA SOUTH TAMPA
813-972-2929 813-877-5511

www.farinasmiles.com
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SUPPORT YOUR
TCMS COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES:!

Want to advertise your business
here?

Contact
helen.ratcliffe@tcmstornadoes.com

6 Davida Constant cer; csw, Lwmc
(@1

4 \F‘%ﬂ info@bodybydavida.com

813-240-1375

Personal Training and Weight Loss
www.bodybydavida.com
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- 813-631-7790

Inger
F1tness habilitation
Physical Therapy for 0-100+

PHYSICAL THERAPY FOR ALLAGES AND ABILITIES

# Neurology # Stroke # Brain/Spinal Cord Injury
# Cardio-Pulmonary # Orthopedics # Pediatrics
# Mom's Prenatal and Postpartum Treatment

# Accept Medicare, Medicaid for Kids, Private Pay

Between I-75 & BBD off SR 56
behind Sam’s Club

HOME VISIT

SE HABLA ESPANOL

1L0-12090S2000
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The Florida Aquarium Education Department
Opening Eyes to the World Outside

A opportuwitg to
rewaro students!

Star

Program

AUARIM A

www.flaquarium.org FREE child’s admission
o

Contact Information The Florida Aquarium

with a paid aduit {odults pay §10 per person; maximum of two
aduits ot this note).

Education Reservations Office

Telephone Students with all A’s and/or B's
813.273.4015 or
Facsirile Students with perfect attendance
813.209.2067
Email Student must bring report card for free admission. This
educationf@flaguarium.org offer s walid for one m;':';-r:-.".: report card b date.
Mailing Address
The Flerida Aquarium NOT VALID WITH GROUP ENTRANCE.
Education Reservations Cannot combine with other promotional
701 Channelside Drive offers.

Tampa, Florida 33602

701 Channelside Drive Tampa. Florida 33602 www flaquarium.org 813.273 4000
A 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization
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Teen Talent Show

Registration Form

New Tampa Regional Library
March 26, 2011
3:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Think you've got an usual, unique, or highly-skilled talent? Want to perform in front of
people for a chance to win cash? Sign up for our Teen Talent Show! Single and group
(up to 5 people) acts are welcome. Any type of talent accepted for judging... just keep
it clean and under 5 minutes. Registration will be limited to a maximum of 20 acts, so
get your name in early. If you just want to watch the show, spectators are more than
welcome.

Prizes:

1% Place: $100.00
2™ place: $50.00

3™ place: $25.00

Group Name:
Participants (up to 5):

Phone:

Email(s):

Describe the performance:

Questions? Contact: Elisa Carlson, Senior Librarian
p: 813.903.2284 | f: 813.003.2289
¢: carlsone(@hillsboroughcounty.org w: hitp://www.hillsboroughcounty.org
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