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The faculty and staff of Terrace 
Community Middle School will treat 
parents and other members of the 

public with respect and will expect the 
same in return. TCMS is committed to 
maintaining orderly educational and 
administrative processes in keeping 

schools and administrative offices free 
from disruptions and preventing 

unauthorized persons from entering 
school/district grounds. 

The aim is to promote mutual respect 
and orderly conduct within the schools, 
thereby setting a model for children and 
others in the community. It is not meant 

to deprive any person of the right to 
freedom of expression. Volatile, hostile 

or aggressive actions and words are 
discouraged, and individuals 

who engage in these activities may face 
legal penalties 

 

 
Signing out your child for an 
appointment? 
Please contact the front office by 
phone or e-mail by 9AM (e-mail 
attend@tcmstornadoes.com) to 
notify us if your student will be 
picked up during the school day.  
Please plan to have your student in 
the office during passing time or 
lunch time as we will not interrupt a 
class to pull out a student.  When 
you arrive, your child should be 
waiting for you in the front office.  
This will make your early sign-out 
experience go smoothly so that you 
can get to your appointment on 
time. Thank you for making these 
arrangements so that we do not 
interrupt classroom instruction. 
 

What if I need to request an 
excused absence? 

 
Just a reminder that all pre-planned 
absences must go through 
administration for approval.  Please 
e-mail Mrs. Bennett at 

 
 

Curriculum Bullet Points 
6

th
  Grade 

 
Math: 
Working on Chapter 5: 

 Writing percents as fractions 

 Writing fractions as percents 

 Expressing percents as decimals 

 Writing percents greater than 100% and less than 1% 
 
History: 

 We are beginning our studies of Ancient China.   

 We have already begun our group projects for the East Asian New Year 
which will be due in PowerPoint format on 2/3/11 for Ms. Burton’s class. 
Projects for Mrs. Shipman’s class will be due on 2/3/11 and students will 
create a PowerPoint or construct a poster board. 

 
Science: 

 We just wrapped up an explosive unit on Plate Tectonics, earthquakes, and 
volcanoes. 

 Recently the whole 6
th
 grade attended a 3-day Nature’s Classroom fieldtrip 

to learn about the Hillsborough River Watershed ecosystem where students 
participated in activities such as shoreline sampling, wilderness survival 
skills, orienteering, and conserving native central Florida plants and animals. 

 Up next we will embark upon the journey of Earth’s history from its formation 
to present day geologic activities. 

 
Language Arts: 

 Students need the novel, Remarkable Journey of Prince Jen by Lloyd 
Alexander (ISBN 0-14-240225-7) 

 The FCAT Explorer Reading competition (weekly Homework assignments) is 
beginning between L.A. classes for fun rewards! 

 Students will learn the ElaborWrite method of “Weblining” – how to organize 
and plan an essay 
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at least 3 days in advance for any 
upcoming, pre-planned absences 
for your student.  (This includes 
shadowing for 8

th
 graders.) Thank 

you for your cooperation! 

 

 
cmsPl 

Please report all phone and 
address changes to 

holli.shambaugh@tcmstornadoes.com 

 

 

 
Please report all e-mail address 

changes to  
helen.ratcliffe@tcmstornadoes.com 

 
TCMS FAMILY NIGHT @ 

SHAMROCKS! 
On the second Thursday of every 
month, a portion of TCMS family 

purchases will be donated back to 
TCMS. 

7805 Temple Terrace Hwy. 
Temple Terrace, FL  

813-988-4908 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRA NEWS 

Parents:  
 
Welcome back to the start of the second half of the school year! I hope that each of 
you had a joyous Holiday Season.  Thank you to all of the volunteers that dedicated 
their time & energy to make the events we've hosted thus far successful!  
 
Just a reminder that our next PRA Meeting is being held on January 27th @ 7pm in 
the Cafe.  Back by popular demand, we will have a guest speaker, Dr. Kirsch, a 
Clinical Psychologist, that will be presenting on "Parenting: What Works & How it 
Works?”  Looking forward to seeing you there! 
 
 
Warm Regards, 
Joan Whitten 
TCMS - PRA President 
prapresident@verizon.net 

 

TCMShop 

Dear Parents, 
 
Recently, TCMS has become a part of a fantastic fundraising program that not only 
benefits the school but also provides great savings and possible financial gains to 
those families who utilize this new program called  “TCMShop”. 
 
The school now has its own website featuring thousands of partner stores like 
Target, Wal-Mart, Best Buy, Apple, Home Depot and many more. When you make a 
purchase on www.marketamerica.com/tcmshop, TCMS receives royalties and you 
earn up to 35% cash back on qualified purchases. The benefits don’t stop there. You 
earn 0.5% cash back on the purchases of everyone you refer to our website. Now, 
you can take advantage of the ease and convenience of Internet shopping to buy the 
products and services you want and also directly benefit your child’s school. 
 
I encourage you to visit this website. Utilizing its buying power not only helps TCMS 
and our students but benefits your family and you! 
 
For further information do not hesitate to contact your PRA 
at prapresident@verizon.net. 
 
 
Regards, 

 

Gary Hocevar 

Gary Hocevar 
Chief Education Officer 

mailto:kris.bennett@tcmstornadoes.com
mailto:holli.shambaugh@tcmstornadoes.com
mailto:helen.ratcliffe@tcmstornadoes.com
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7-Digit Student ID Numbers 
 

If you do not know your 
child’s student number, it can 

be located on your child’s 
report card.  We recommend 

making a note of it and 
keeping it in an easily 

accessible place, as it is 
needed for completing 

admissions documents, 
checking student grades 

online and, in 8th grade, for 
completing high school 

applications. 

 
 

SAFETY FIRST!  

 
 

Please refrain from using the cell 
phone during morning drop-off 

and afternoon pick-up, 
especially when students are 
loading and unloading. Let’s 

focus on getting the students in 
and out safely.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CLOTHES CLOSET SALE 

The Clothes Closet sale will take place Friday, January 21st from 2:30-
4:00.  Do not miss this opportunity to purchase quality uniforms at an 
extremely reduced price. 

 
Exceptional Student Education News/Ms. Murphy/Ms. Dausch 
 

o In addition to Reading, Writing, and Arithmetic, ESE students have been 
learning about, and practicing different test taking strategies to help 
guide them with question formats such as multiple-choice, true/false, 
completion, matching, essay, and direction words.  Ask them to share 
some of these strategies with you. 

 
o As we slide into the second half of the school year, more and more IEP 

and EP reviews will take place.  Please watch your US postal mail for 
notification of these meetings, and promptly call the contact listed to let 
us know whether or not you prefer to attend the meeting, or, if more 
convenient, discuss via phone conference. 

 
From the Desk of Helen Ratcliffe 

 
Thanks to all parents of current 6

th
 and 7

th
 grade students who completed the 

Intent to Return for the 2011-2012 school year in a timely manner.   
 
Please refer to the schedule that was e-mailed to all families in November 
regarding upcoming dates and deadlines for paperwork for the upcoming 
school year.  The schedule is published weekly in the Snapshot and will 

continue to be until the end of the school year.  

 
ATTENTION 6

TH
 GRADE PARENTS… 

 
If your child is interested in trying out for the spring 6th grade math 
league team, they may do so on January 20 and January 21, from 3:10 
to 3:45 by signing up with Mrs. Ott.  
 

Please contact karen.ott@tcmstornadoes.com with questions. 
 
 
 

 

 

mailto:karen.ott@tcmstornadoes.com
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Respect, Responsibilities and Results! 

 
TORNADOES OF THE WEEK 

 Will return next week! 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Deadline for 
applications to be eligible 
for the 2011-2012 school 
year is January 28th…tell 

your friends and neighbors! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to our sponsors who 
made the 2010-2011 Fall Music 

Festival a huge success!! 
 

2011 Washington DC Trip 
 

WOW!  It’s hard to believe we are already in 2011.  Our Washington, DC field trip will 
be here before we know it!   
 
Please remember that you have until January 15

th
 to register for the trip.  We already 

have 30 students registered! The registration fee is $99 and is non-refundable but is 
included in the price of the trip.   The earlier you register, the longer you have to 
make payments on the trip.  Also, please remember that the trip is all inclusive and 
students will only need to provide spending money for souvenirs once they are on 
the trip.   
 
You can register online at www.worldstrides.org.  The trip number is 63967.  If you 
have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Linda Shivers at 
linda.shivers@tcmstornadoes.com.   
 
 
 

Presidential Volunteer Service Award 
 for Student and Adult Volunteers 

 
Terrace Community Middle School has a long standing tradition of volunteer service. 
TCMS has relied upon its volunteers to support the school and to build a strong 
sense of community. TCMS participates in the Presidential Service Award program 
to honor its volunteers. 
 
The President’s Council on Service and Civic Participation (the Council) was 
established in 2003 to recognize the valuable contributions volunteers are making in 
our communities and encourage more people to serve. The Council created the 
President’s Volunteer Service Award program as a way to thank and honor 
Americans who, by their demonstrated commitment and example, inspire others to 
engage in volunteer service. 
 
Recognizing and honoring volunteers sets a standard for service, ensuring a 
sustained commitment in civic participation, and inspires others to make service a 
central part of their lives. The President’s Volunteer Service Awards recognizes 
individuals, families, and groups that have achieved a certain standard – measured 
by the number of hours of service over a 12-month period or cumulative hours 
earned over the course of a lifetime.  
 
Attention students: Do you volunteer for TCMS, a club, your church, or your 
community? Then we would like to recognize you for your service. TCMS is 
participating in the Presidential Volunteer Service Award. If you accumulate and 
record 50 or more service hours within a 12 month period, then you are eligible for 

http://www.worldstrides.org/
mailto:linda.shivers@tcmstornadoes.com
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Student ID Badges may be 
purchased if lost or as a back-
up for $5 from Ms. Long in the 

Media Center. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

this recognition. TCMS will honor students who have accumulated 50 or more 
service hours from April 2010-April 2011. The exact deadline to submit service hours 
to Mrs. Bennett is April 21, 2011 so that we can ensure enough time for ordering 
and delivery of awards. 
 
If you are under 14 years of age, log on to 
http://www.presidentialserviceawards.gov/tgact/ros/dspROSlogin.cfm to print a 
“Record of Service.” You will use this form to keep track of your hours. Print as many 
as you may need. You can also pick up a Record of Service form from the bulletin 
board by Mrs. Bennett’s office. (No key code is required.) 
 
If you are 14 years old or older (including adult volunteers), log on to 
http://www.presidentialserviceawards.gov/tgact/ros/dspROSlogin.cfm and create an 
online “Record of Service” to track volunteer hours. Once you create a profile, you 
can log in and update your Record of Service as needed. You will need a “Record of 
Service Key.” Please contact Mrs. Bennett to get this key which will allow you to 
record TCMS as the certifying organization. 
 
To learn more about the award and the various levels of recognition, please visit 
http://www.presidentialserviceawards.gov/tg/pvsainfo/dspAboutAwards.cfm. Please 
contact Mrs. Bennett at kris.bennett@tcmstornadoes.com if you have questions. 
 
 

Attention 6th Grade Parents: 
 

It’s never too early to start thinking about IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS 
FOR SEVENTH GRADE FOR ENTRY INTO FLORIDA SCHOOLS: 
 
The Florida Department of Health is requiring that students entering 7

th
 grade receive 

the Tdap vaccine (combined Tetanus, Diptheria and Pertussis Vaccines).  
 
Documentation from the student’s health care provider should specify that the 
student has received the Tdap vaccine on the Florida Certificate of Immunization, 
AKA “blue form”.  All incoming 7

th
 graders MUST submit this card prior to the first day 

of 7
th
 grade.  

 
The blue card can be turned in or mailed to the clinic or the front office. I always 
encourage parents to turn the form in early, rather than on the first day of school. 
Also, by law, I must have the actual blue card, not a photo copy. ( I will be happy to 
copy it for you ) If you have any questions please feel free to contact me.         
 
 Mrs. Kloppenburg, LPN (caryl.kloppenburg@tcmstornadoes.com) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.presidentialserviceawards.gov/tgact/ros/dspROSlogin.cfm
http://www.presidentialserviceawards.gov/tgact/ros/dspROSlogin.cfm
http://www.presidentialserviceawards.gov/tg/pvsainfo/dspAboutAwards.cfm
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SAFETY FIRST!  

 
 

Please refrain from using the cell 
phone during morning drop-off 

and afternoon pick-up.   
 
 
 

 
Here's a new easy way to raise 

money for Terrace Community 

Middle School.  

 

Just start using Yahoo! powered 

GoodSearch.com as your search 

engine and they'll donate about a 

penny to your favorite cause 

every time you do a search!  

 

In addition, do all of your 

shopping through their online 

shopping mall, GoodShop.com, 

where you can shop at more than 

900 top online retailers and a 

percentage of your purchases 

will go to the charity or school of 

your choice. You pay the same 

price as you normally would, but 

a donation goes to your cause! 

 

Here's the web site — 

http://www.goodsearch.com. 
Terrace Community Middle 
School - TCMS 

ID: 844232 

 

To find out how it all works or how 

you can spread the word, 

Back to Basics Bash 

An Evening in Spain 
 

March 26, 2011 

7 pm 

 
Please mark your calendars for the 13th Annual Back to 

Basics Bash. 

This adult only event will once again be held at TCMS 

and is an evening filled with exciting silent and live 

auction items, entertainment, appetizers and beverages. 

 

With your help, we look forward to another successful 

Back to Basics Bash. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

TCMS Auction Committee 
 

 

Reminder: TCMS does not follow the District’s early 
release days. Check our website for our annual 

calendar, which is located on the 2010-2011 page. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.goodsearch.com/
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Parents, please 
remember the front 
office will not accept 

any homework, 
projects, instruments, 

etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

TCMS BOX TOP/SOUP LABEL COLLECTION 
 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
THROUGH JANUARY 28, 2010 

 
No school - MLK, Jr. Day Mon, Jan 

17 
   

 

Non-student day; teacher work day  Tue, Jan 18    

Orientation for new students (2nd 
semester) - 2PM 

Tue, Jan 18    

 

Spring Musical Auditions, 3:15-5:00 Wed, Jan 
19 

to  Thu, Jan 
20 

 

February lunch orders and payment 
due to TCMS 

Wed, Jan 
19 

   

 

All County Band and Chorus 
Rehearsals and Concert - time and 
location TBA 

Thu, Jan 20    

BOB Lunch Gatherings Thu, Jan 20    

 

All County Band and Chorus Fri, Jan 21    

SGA Spirit Day Fri, Jan 21   8:00 AM – 8:30 AM 

CIA    3:15 PM – 4:00 PM 

 

Study Skills Mon, Jan 
24 

  3:10 PM – 4:00 PM 

Enrollment Applicant Workshop for 
applicants whose last names end A-M 

   6:30 PM – 7:30 PM 

 

http://www.goodsearch.com/nonprofit/terrace-community-middle-school-tcms
http://www.goodsearch.com/nonprofit/terrace-community-middle-school-tcms
http://www.goodsearch.com/nonprofit/terrace-community-middle-school-tcms


TCMSnapshot 
Week of January 17, 2011  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spanish Club, 7:45-8:10AM Tue, Jan 25   7:45 AM – 8:15 AM 

Science and Technology Club    3:15 PM – 4:00 PM 

Enrollment Applicant Workshop for 
applicants whose last names end N-Z 

   6:30 PM – 7:30 PM 

 

Junior K Club meeting Wed, Jan 
26 

  7:45 AM – 8:10 AM 

King KAPS meeting for 8th grade 
students and their parents 

   At 6:00 PM 

 

BOB Lunch Gatherings Thu, Jan 27    

PRA Meeting Thu, Jan 27   7:00 PM – 8:00 PM 

 

Deadline for 2011-2012 applications 
eligible for lottery - 3:30PM 

Fri, Jan 28    

Principal's 100% Club - 4th, 5th and 6th 
periods 

Fri, Jan 28    

CIA Fri, Jan 28   3:15 PM – 4:00 PM 

 

 
FOLLOW US ON TWITTER! 

 
Visit our Twitter page: http://twitter.com/tcmstornadoes 

Follow via SMS (on your cell phone): If you'd like to follow @tcmstornadoes 
and get our Tweets delivered to your phone, send a text message to your 
Twitter code with the command 'FOLLOW username', so: follow 
tcmstornadoes. 

If you do not follow @tcmstornadoes already, this command adds us to the list 
of people you follow and sends all of our Tweets to your mobile phone. If you 
already follow us, the command will simply make sure you get our Tweets on 
your mobile. 

To Unfollow via SMS:  When you want to stop seeing TCMS's Tweets, simply 
turn updates off for us by sending the commands "LEAVE username" or "OFF 
username" to your Twitter code, like so: leave tcmstornadoes 

You will no longer get our updates on your phone. However, you will still be 
following us on your web profile. This means that if we send out a direct 
message, you will receive it. You'll need to log on to your web profile 
on www.twitter.com to fully remove us from your following list. 

http://twitter.com/tcmstornadoes
http://www.twitter.com/
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Favorite Teacher Essay Contest 
 

The Barnes & Noble My Favorite Teacher Contest begins September 13, 2010 
and ends March 18, 2011.  
 
Students will submit an essay, poem, or thank you letter about their favorite 
teacher. Each Barnes & Noble store will form a judging panel and choose 
teachers and students to recognize at the Spring Educator Event in 2011. An 
overall winner will be chosen by each store and that teacher will receive, 
among other things, a certificate recognizing them as the community's favorite 
teacher and a set of books provided by Sterling publishers. 
 
This winner will then be submitted into a regional contest where six winners 
will receive a NOOK eBook Reader and a $500 Barnes & Noble Gift Card. 
Those six winners will then be considered for the national contest for the 
Barnes & Noble Teacher of the Year, which includes a prize of $5,000 for the 
teacher and another $5,000 for their school! 
 
Only students enrolled in Kindergarten through Grade 12 and teachers 
employed in elementary, middle or high schools in the United States are 
eligible to win. More details on the contest rules can be found at 
http://www.bn.com/myfavoriteteacher. 

 

http://www.bn.com/myfavoriteteacher
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2010-2011 TEAM TORNADO SPONSORS 
Representative Betty Reed, District 59 Bronze 

Rob & Michelle Philbin Bronze 

Hank Cramer Bronze 

Elizabeth R. Reyes, PA Bronze 

The Pepin Family Bronze 

Jonathan Sepulveda's Family Bronze 

Smoothie King/The Lanoue Family Bronze 

The Back Family Bronze 

UACDC/Fleeting Family Bronze 

Jennifer & Patrick Clark Bronze 

Ramesh Sivalogam Bronze 

Bill & Margie McGillis Bronze 

The Hutson Family Bronze 

Sanjay Mehta Bronze 

John & Raeann Keyser Bronze 

Small Family Bronze 

Susan & Shawn Harrison Bronze 

Dr. M. Farzaneh & Dr. F. Shafii Bronze 

Peter & Karen Fernald Bronze 

Helmke Family Gold 

Shiva/Maury Razavi Gold 

Dan and Karen Consuegra Gold 

RDI Solutions, Inc. Silver 

Sami's Bakery Silver 

The Helsel Family Silver 

Signature Benefit Solutions Silver 

The Plagers Silver 
 
Shawn Harrison 
 Silver 
Lee & Annetta Hastings 
 Silver 
Dr. Tom Frankfurth/Gentle Care 
Dentistry Silver 

Farina Orthodontics Silver 

Paul & Christy Fosse Silver 

Peter & Mindy Bursten Silver 

The Rabil Family Silver 
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TCMS BUSINESS PARTNERS 
 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

Dr. Stephen Levin, DPM 

973.3535 
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SUPPORT YOUR 
TCMS COMMUNITY 

BUSINESSES! 

Want to advertise your business 
here?  

Contact 
helen.ratcliffe@tcmstornadoes.com 
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